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If you could learn
5 new languages,
what would they
be? Justify.

How many
languages do you
speak?

Warm-up

What aspects of
learning a new
language do you
find most difficult?

How are polyglots
different from
other people?

How much time a
week do you spend
learning English?

Watch Benny the Polyglot's TED talk about learning
languages and answer the questions below:
1.Why did Benny think he was bad at languages? Did moving to Spain help him?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
2. What does Benny say about his meeting with a polyglot? Why did Benny want
to become a polyglot?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. What is one of the biggest problems with learning languages? How are polyglots
different from other people?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
4. What are 5 reasons why people don’t go into language learning? What does he
say about those reasons/excuses?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................
5. Why is perfectionism bad for language learning?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
6. Why is it good to learn languages?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................
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polyglot
passionate
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self-fulfilling prophecy
vicious circle
give it a try

Put the words from the video in the correct gap.
1. Even the greatest .............. cannot speak every language.
2. I need experience to get a job but without a job I can't get experience it's a ............... .
3. It looks difficult, but let's ............... .
4. Joe is .............. about baseball (= he likes it very much).
5. It’s a ..............: expect things to go wrong, and they probably will.

polyglot
passionate
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self-fulfilling prophecy
vicious circle
give it a try

Now let's try out a story-telling technique to memorise the words.
Make up a story about the guy below using all the words from the box!
In your story...
create the man's profile (name, profession, etc.)
say what events led to his current situation
talk about his feelings
say how the story ends
Be creative! A ridiculous story is more than welcome!
:-)

Would you like to be a polyglot?
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Benny suggests that if you are passionate about languages, you will
learn them a lot more easily. Why do you think that is?
In his talk Benny mentions the language gene. How do you
understand this expression? Do you believe you should have it to learn
a new language?
At one point Benny says, “(...)it was just me telling myself, <I don’t have
the language gene, so there’s no point in doing any work in the
language>.” Because I didn’t put the work in I didn’t learn the
language, it’s just a vicious circle, it’s all in your head“.
Has this also been your experience?
Benny talks about two learning techniques: spaced repetition and
image association technique. Listen again and explain what those
techniques are about. Have you ever used them?
What are your excuses for not learning languages?

DISCUSS!

CONVERSATION

FLASHCARDS
Write, Look,
Cover, Repeat
(WLCR)

STICKY NOTES

WRITING
STORIES

MNEMONICS

MOBILE APPS

BOOKS
IN ENGLISH

WHICH METHODS OF
LEARNING NEW
VOCABULARY DO YOU
LIKE MOST?

NETFLIX
HBO GO

CAN YOU FILL THE
YELLOW GEARS WITH
OTHER METHODS?
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Benny's talk - answers:
1. No natural talent, bad memory, too old, not travelled abroad, fear of embarassment, did poorly at lgs;
Spain didn’t help.
2. Felt really impressed because polyglots can speak many lgs. He wanted people to think he’s smart; it’s
cool.
3. Motivation (pass an exam, improve career, impress people); polyglots are passionate about lg (literature,
culture, communicating with people).
4. Excuses:
No lg gene or talent – but it’s self-fulfilling prophecy, it’s all in your head, you may have to work 20%
harder and can overtake talented people
Too old to learn lg – is it the brain or the environment? Actually, adults are better (enthusiasm, motivation,
environment); children have fun with lg, adults are bored – that’s the problem.
Can’t travel to the country – but the world is smaller than you think: the Internet; many cities are more
international than you think, you can go to some public place and look for foreigners (levelling up); he
went to Brasil to learn Egyptian Arabic
Bad memory for learning vocabulary – but it’s better to used spaced repetition, review words
systematically, use apps and programmes; combine it with image assosciation technique
Frustrate native speakers – but they are overjoyed and pleased that you’re even trying
5. Because lg is a means of communication and it’s OK to make mistakes; he has a goal to
make 200 mistakes a day.
6. It opens doors to so many cultures, enables us to have fascinating conversations.

Teacher's notes:
The video is 15 minutes' long, so it's a good idea to pause it so that you can ask your students questions
while the video goes on rather than at the end of it. Write down the answers on the board as they might
help you during the discussion later.
Story-telling session - give your students an example of how the story could be told. If this is the first time
they're doing this activity, they might be a bit lost. This is the first technique they're going to learn about.
The next ones are mentioned in Slide 5 & 6.
Learning methods - explain the word mnemonics and make sure to give a few examples.

FOR MORE PRESENTATIONS GO TO WWW.VONNIEBEE.COM

...OR VISIT MY FANPAGE ON

